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This third grade environmental education guide is one 
of a series of guides, K-12, that were developed by teachers to help 
introduce environmental education into the total curriculum. The 
guides are supplementary in design; it is the teacher's decision when 
the concepts, objectives, activities, and resources* may best be 
integrated into the existing classroom curriculum, 'i Is guide 
contains a series of episodes (mini-lesson.i) , each having a number of 
suggested in- and out-of -class learning activities. The episodes are 
built around 12 major environmental concepts that form a framework 
for each grade or subject area, as well as for the entire K-12 
program. Although the same concepts are used throughout the K-12 
program, emphasis is placed on different aspects of each concept at 
different grade levels. The third grade guido focuses on aspects such 
as food/clothing/shelter, family and roles, water quality, desert 
regions, and sound. Each of the 12 concepts is covered in one of the 
episodes contained in the guide. Further, each episode offers subject 
area integration, subject area activities, interdisciplinary 
activities, cognitive and affective behavioral objectives, and 
suggested references and resource materials useful to teachers and 
students. An appendix containing related games is included. 
(Author/TK) 
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Projc-ct I-C~E 
Serving CESA' 3-8-9 
1927 Main Street 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301 
Ke liner 

Grades l-S 



COLORS, SHAPES (PATTERNS), AND TEXTURES IN NATURE 
(art, language arts, science) 

Purposes: To see how design, change, and variety in nature add 
beauty and enjoyment. 

To develop observation skills. 

To corrimunicate these ideas visually/verbally 

Directions: As you walk in the woods, take a good look around. 

Take your time, walk slowly and stop as many times as 
you want. You'll see brand new colors, or colors you 
haven't seen for awhile. Most animals only see shades 
of black and white — like a black & white TV set. 
Animals miss out on the fun of color, but you're lucky. 
You can enjoy colors. 

Your first task will help you. see more colors. 

1. Name or draw three objects you see during your walk that have 
new or different colors . Under each name or picture— write a 
few \ rds to describe the color. This will help you when you 
mix the color back in class. Here's one example. 

Name L eaf Picture: 

Description muddy yellow ed^es , ^^^^-^N^Vv 
bright green centers ^-^.^'^ 

a. Name Picture: 



Description 
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so 



b. Name Picture: 

Description 



S c. Name _^ Picture: 

Description 

I 

g 2. Your second task is like making a paper fossil. 

Directions : , 
' a. During your walk, pick out two hard objects you like. 

b. Next, use blank paper and nlace a sheet over part 
of the object. 

c. Use a crayon or pencil to get a picture of the object's 
surface or textures. This is called a rubbing, 

d. Back in class, your teacher will hang the rubbings to 
dress up the room. 

3. Look for patterns or shapes in nature and draw two of these 
shapes. 

a, b. 



4. If you have time, you may want to collect some interesting 
objects to make a collage back in class. Be careful not to 
damage or uproot anything. 
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WORKSHEET 

Attention, family members: Please record (tally below, the 
number of cans you've used for the three-day period, starting 
tomorrow. ) 

Day One 



Day Two 
Day Three 

Please help us in our investigation. Carefully clean all cans 
and return them to school with your child daily. Your child 
is in the following group to: 

( ) return cans flattened 

( ) return cans in their regular shape 

Names of the members in your family: 
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APPENDIX 



Mr. Mars 

Can be used with concepts 6,7,9 and 11. 

One player is Mr. Mars. All other players stand in a straight 
line on one goal. In unison, players call, "Mr. Mars, Mr, Mars, 
will you chase us to the stars?" Mr. Mars replies, "Yes, if 

you're wearing (He calls a color such as red, 

green, etc.) All players wearing that color run to opposite 
goal and Mr. Mars tries to tag them. Any player he catches 
is out of the game. He has three chances, then calls everyone 
over . 



Telephone Tag 

Can be used with concepts 7 and 11. 

Form a circle. Count off by five. Each player lives in his 
own house. Teacher calls a number and all players with that 
number run counter-clockwise around the circle once and back 
to their own houses. Last one to get home was too late lo 
answer the phone. He sits down in his house. Continue game 
until one player of each number is left. 



Bird Catcher 

Can be used with concepts 2 and 3, 

Divide the class into four or five kinds of birds. One player 
is the hav7k. The hawk stands in the center between two goals* 
He tries to guess the kind of birds each group is. When he 
calls the bird of a group, they must try to run to opposite 
goal without being tagged. To give hawk hints, the birds may 
imitate the sound they make. 



Crows and Cranes 

Can be used with concepts 2 and 3, 

Equal number of players in two straight lines, three feet apart. 
One team is crows, the other cranes. When teacher calls crows, 
they run to their goal line, and the cranes try to tag them. 
If he calls "cranes", cranes run to their goal. Any player 
caught goes to opposite team. 
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